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This study explores how the Japanese migrants in Korea under Japanese rule appreciated music and to

what extent ‘Japanese music’ influenced the formation of Korea’s own musical culture during the
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Occupation between 1910 and 1945.

Colonial Korea comprised of a mixture of the Japanese and the Koreans. However, viewing simplistically
the Japanese as ‘the dominant’ and the Koreans as the ‘Subjugated” will not give us a full understanding
of the situation. It is true that, at times, the Governor-General of Korea censored public speeches,
publications and films to maintain security and to control ideologies. But, in fact, a great deal of autonomy
and creativity was allowed, under the aegis of ‘modern society’. Hence, cultural productions in colonial
Korea were not always those arising from the ‘politics of resistance’.

Bearing this in mind, this study will discuss the ways in which musical culture was formed in Korea at
that time and how ‘Japanese music’ played a role there. Western music (art as well as popular) has been
influential and musical education has helped to incorporate it within the musical scene of present-day
Korea. However, it is Japanese music, enjoyed by the Japanese migrants in colonial Korea, that shaped the
future of Korean music, even if Japan’s defeat at the end of the second world war and the subsequent
liberation of Korea made it possible to obscure the effect of that dynamic.

At first glance, Japanese music in Korea might be taken as an indication of ‘colonialism’. In reality,
however, the music culture of Korea during the occupation was diverse and unique: concerts often
programmed Japanese, Korean and Western musics, in both art and popular veins, together.

In light of this situation, this study looks at the process of music formation in colonial Korea, focusing

on Japanese music and how it reflected coloniality.
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