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Inheritance and Derivation in Eurocentrism:

Why BSO Dropped a Japanese Composition in their 1960 Japan-Tour?

In late April 1960, officially to commemorate the
Centennial Year of American-Japanese Relations, and
perhaps more subtly to mitigate the tensions caused
by that year’s renewal of the US.-Japan Security
Treaty, the Boston Symphony Orchestra (BSO)
embarked on its first tour of East Asia in its history.
Of the total 36 concerts performed, 19 were held in
Japan alone. This tour, branded as part of the BSO’s
Australasian Tour, was chiefly supported by the U.S.
State Department’s Cold War initiative Cultural
Presentation Program in collaboration with NHK. To
ensure both artistic excellence and diplomatic
impact, the State Department entrusted the
American National Theatre and Academy (ANTA)
and its Music Advisory Panel (MAP) to supervise
the tour’s programming. Both ANTA and MAP
strongly recommended that the BSO include a piece
by a Japanese composer to win local audiences’
goodwill. Nevertheless, the BSO ultimately chose to

disregard this advice.

This study examines MAP meeting minutes and
correspondence with ANTA to reveal the
considerations behind the decision to omit a Japanese
composition. These materials show that while the
State Department sought to reaffirm the legitimacy
of American classical music by presenting it as a
rightful inheritor of Europe’'s musical tradition, the
BSO itself was inclined to deny Asian composers the
same claim to inheritance, dismissing their works as
no more than imitative derivation. At this stage, my
study argues that American classical music not only
inherits the European canon but also reproduces the
Eurocentrism embedded within it. By situating this
episode within the context of Cold War cultural
diplomacy in East Asia, this paper probes how
Eurocentric musical hierarchies were sustained and
disseminated far beyond Europe during a pivotal
moment of the twentieth century.
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